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OUR HOME, OUR COUNTRY, AND OUR BROTHER MAN, 
NEW GRASSES. 


In the last volume we made some remarks 
upon the importance of making trials of new 
grasses; not only of those which might be 
found in our own country, but of those found | 
in other countries. Also, that we needed 
some new and more nutritious varieties for 
our wet, marshy or boggy lands. We then. 
took the liberty to call attention to two new 
kinds of grasses that had been discovered in 


the Falkland Islands; viz: the Tussac Grass, | 


and the Arundo Grass—giving quotations 
from a description of them in Ellsworth’s 
Report and in R, L. Allen’s ‘“‘American Ag- 
riculture.” These grasses, we have under- 
stood, have been introduced into England, 
and we are happy to be able to give some 
furiher information respecting one of them— 
the ‘Tussac—which description we abridge 
from the Canadian Agricultural Journal, 
which it copies from a foreign paper. We 
will at first state, that this grass grows on 
marshy soils, where it receives the spray of 
the ocean, and would hence seem to he more 
naturally adapted to salt marshes; but it 
seeins, too, from the following remarks, it 
might be made to grow on inland wet soils, 
though we are not sure. Even if it will not, 
it must be a valuable acquisition to the farm- 
ers on our coast and islands; and we are in 
hopes that it will not be long ere the experi- 
ment will be fairly tried in Maine, as we are 
making efforts and arrangements to obtain 
roots and seeds of it. 

Tussac Grass. At the lust meeting of the 


Philosophical Society of Glasgow, a magnifi- | 


cent living plant or Tussac of Dactylis coes- 
pitosa, or tussac-grass, was exhibited, from 
the island of Lewis, where it had been suc- 
cessfully cultivated by Mr. Smith, of Deaus- 
ton, who superintends the improvements, 
which, with equal enterprise and munificence, 
the proprietor, Mr. Matthieson, is introduc- 
ing into that fine island. The seed of the 
plant, obtained from the Falkland Islands, in 
which the tussac grass is indigenous, was 
sown in the Lewis in the spring of 1845, in 


pure moss, simply delved, with a small quan- | 


tity of guano thrown on the surface. Thirty- 
seven plants have come to maturity, two of 
which carried seed last year. 

They grew in an enclosure fourteen yards 
square, with a turf-wall six feetin height, 
situated within thirty yards of the sea, The 
specimen, now exhibited, measured three feet 
in circumference close to the ground, and 
four feet in height, many of the gracefully 
drooping leaves being from five to six feet in 
length. ‘The plant is scarcely less luxuriant 
than in its native island, 

This plant was first brought into notice by 
Sir William J. Hooker, seeds and plants hav- 
ing been sent home by his son, Dr. J. Hooker. 

In the Falkland Islands it grows on peaty 
soils, close to the sea. ‘The wild cattle and 
horses of these islands are extremely fond of 
it, and will even eat dry house thatch when 
composed of it, the basis of the culms being 
grateful from their sweet, nutty flavor. 

There can be no doubt that this is the most 
valuable plant which has been introduced into 
the country for many years, and it is eminent- 
ly deserving of the attention of proprietors 
who have waste peaty land on the western 
shores and Highland Locks. The specimen 
exhibited to the Philosophical Society, is now 
deposited in the Botanic Garden, where we 
are sure Mr. Murray will be glad to point it 
out to the curious. 

We will only add, that by “Lewis Island” 
we suppose is meant one of the Hebrides or 
Western Islands, that cluster around the 
western coast of Scotland, ranging nearly 
two hundred miles. ‘They are at least fifteen 
degrees farther north than we are—though, 
being surrounded with water, it may not be 
colder there than on many of the islands on 
the coast of Maine. 





MobDE OF ASCERTAINING THE GENUINENESS 
or guano. As guano is beginning to be used 
among us for manure, it may be useful to 
have some simple mode for testing it, in order 
to ascertain if it be genuine or adulterated. 

Rev. E, Sidney, of England, gives the fol- 
lowing mode, which some of our readers may 
possibly be glad to practice. 

Take, says he, a given weight of guano, 
and dry on letter paper, at the heat of two 
hundred and twelve degrees Fahrenheit; when 
it appears dry, weigh it again; the loss will 
be water. 

Deducting from one-half to one per cent. 
for the passing off of the ammonia. Take 
the dried sample, and heat or incinerate it in 
a porcelain crucible. In good guano the ash 


will soon appear white on the application of 
red heat, then weigh it again, and the loss is 
organic matter and ammoniz. Wash the res- 
idue with muriatic acid and hot water until 
nothing remains but impurities; sand, clay, 
&e. In good guano these will not exceed two 
per cent., and rarely amount to one per cent. 
If the guano appears mixed with saw-dust, 
simple washing will be sufficient for its detec- 


tion, 





ScupPLY YOURSELF WITH GRASS SEED. 


As 
large quantities of clover and herds grass 
seed are shipped from this State on the open- 
ing of spring navigation, we would recom- 
mend to those farmers who are calculating to 
use grass seed next spring, to supply them- 
selves now. Our farmers are getting into the 
habit, we think too generally, of sowing but 
two kinds of grass seed, viz: herds grass and 
clover. Instead of confining themselves to 








lthese two, we think it better to throw ina 
| portion of red top, and, if it can be obtained, 
orchard grassalso. The last named (orchard 
grass) should by all means be used, if the 


‘situation where there is shade, as in an or- 
‘chard. The benefits of thus having a mix of 
‘seeds is obvious. There is more chance of 
success, or getting “a catch,” as farmers say. 
| Then the hay is better, and if you design to 
| pasture the land, it is abundantly better to 


| have such a mixture as the above named. If 


vit is soon to be turned out to permanent pas- 
|ture, by all means put in a share of white 
clover. ‘The most successful dairy farmers 
of the West, say that pastures for cows, 
where the clovers abound, afford richer feed, 
and cause them to give milk more abounding 
_in the butter and cheese material than those 


| pastures where none of the clovers are found. 


Free HOLD assuRANCE company. We 
| like the plan of fire insurance companies, by 
which, if your house, being insured, is burnt 
|up, you have another built for you—of health 
insurance companies, whereby, if insured, 
when taken sick you can receive aid to assist 


i 
! 


‘you—of life insurance companies, whereby, | 


if insured, your family, in case of your death, 
will receive a given amount of money to sup- 
“port them—and especially do we like the plan 
of a new company, recently started in Eng- 
land, called the ‘‘Freehold assurance compa- 
a 

An English paper says, speaking of this in- 
stitution, one extension of the life assurance 
| principle, is the securing to the tenant the ul- 
timate freehold of the property for which, for 
a period of years, or from year to year, he 
| has engaged to pay an annual consideration; 
/and thus enabling him to look forward to the 
| absolute possession of an unburthened prop- 
jerty, which he may bequeath to his children: 
for instance—the industrious thriving tenant 
| of a small holding—say a house of the value 
|of £300, for which he pays a rent of £20 to 





| £25—is desirous of retaining the spot in 
which he is sowing the seeds of a permanent 
| connexion. His landlord values it, in his 
iminud, at less than £300 in hand, and is wil- 
‘ling to part with it, to his tenant, for the sum 
‘stated. ‘lhe Mutual Freehold Assurance So- 
ciety will, for the annual payment of £22 10s 
| per annum, on a life of a man at thirty, be- 
come the mortgagee’s of the property, so that 
| the freehold rests at once in the insurer, and 
| reverts to his family, clear of all incumbranc- 
es, at his death. 
This plan is applicable to small farms, 
| houses, tenements, &c. &e. 


| Correct THat “ris.” In our last num- 
|ber, under the head of “New Fertilizers,’ 
|nineteenth line fromthe top it reads thus: 
“We have studied thro’, and yet there is 
much for those,” &c. Now that isa great 
Jib; for we haven’t begun to study half way 
thro’. It should read thus: ‘*We have not 
istudied through yet; and there is much for 
‘those generations that come after us to dis- 
cover.”? We think that this will be nearer 
the truth. ‘Types are like men, always mak- 
ing mischief when not well disposed. 
[For the Maine Farmer.} 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES. 

Mra. Evrror—The question has often aris- 
en in my mind, are our agricultural societies 
performing their whole duty, and exerting all 
their influence in well directed efforts to pro- 
mote the great interest for which they were 
organized? Would not the great mass of the 
farming community receive much more bene- 
fit from them, were they to adopt a different 
course in some particulars? 

Assuming, what is evident, that that is best 
which is most profitable, let them award their 
premiums accordingly, instead of being gov- 
erned exclusively by quantity or size, with- 
out taking into the account the cost of pro- 
duction. If one farmer raise eighty bushels 
of corn to the acre, at a cost of forty dollars, 
he assuredly deserves more praise for his 
skill, other things being equal, than another 
who raises ninety bushels ata cost of fifty 
dollars; yet it is customary, I believe, to give 
the premium to him who raises the ninety 
bushels. 

Again: granting that size and symmetry 
combined constitute a perfect animal, should 
not more regard be had to symmetry and cost 
of rearing, and less preponderance given to 
size, where animals are nearly equal in that 
particular? 

But these things are of minor importance 
considered in connection with the lamentable 
fact, that more light is needed by the tiller of 
the soil—that following pertinaciously the 
beaten track of his fore-fathers, he relies ten- 
fold more on chance than on science in the 
production of his crops, Now it is greatly 
in the power of these societies to afford him 
that light, so far as practical facts are con- 
cerned; for certainly they are, or should be, 
in possession of many very important facts 
relating to every branch of agriculture pur- 
sued in our State. If they are in possession 
of them, are they benefitting our agricultur- 
ists? If not, why not? If they are not in 
possession of them, it is owing to their own 
remissness. 

Now, Mr. Editor, what I intended in this 
communication to propose, was: that each 
agricultural society in the State should firmly 
resolve, that no premium shall hereafter be 
awarded to any individual who shall not make 
a written statement of the precise manner of 
raising the crop or animal entered, together 
with a fair estimate of the cost; and that 
each society appoint a committee to prepare 
an abstract of all entries deemed worthy, on 
account of the excellence of the method pur- 
sued—and that the report of this committee 
be published, that the farmers in general may 
know how these large crops of corn and grain 
are raised, with the profit accruing therefrom, 
and instead of despising every new improve- 
ment as emanating from ‘book farmers,” “ 
and do likewise.” J. 

Albion, Feb., 1848. 
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{From the American Jour. of Ag. and Science.) 


HYDRAULICS FOR FARMERS. 
BY OC. N. BEMENT. 


quires it to be re-filled. ‘This is owing either 
to a want of sufficient fall between the level 
of the supply and the point of discharge, or 





| CULTIVATION OF THE GRAPE. next his mouth with the back of his hand, 
| ‘The ancients extensively cultivated the | 
ijgrape, both for its delicious fruit, and the | 
unrivaled beverage which its juice affords. | 

The European varieties are numerous, | 
many of which were early brought to this | 
country by emigrants, and have been exten- 
sively cultivated. But some of our native) 
varieties are decidedly superior for open cul- | 
ture in Maine to any introduced from the old | 
world, | 

Among these are the Isabella, Catawba, | 
Bland, Lenoir and Ohio, which are recom- | 
mended by Downing as a selection for a sinall 


took a good swig, and then handed the mug 
to me, but declining the proffered beverage, 
he replied, “Oh, I forgot—joined the temper- 
ance and won't drink nothin’ but water. Wal, 
‘every one to his notion, as the old woman 
said when she kissed her cow.’ But what's 
the use o’ apples growin’ if a body can’t make 
’em into cider? What's the use o’ cider if 
ye can’t drink it? Aye, and what's the use 
o’ anything if it can’t be used? I'd like to 
know, now, Sargent?” With this argument, 
Uncle Sim put the mug again to his mouth, 
cocked his eye up to the ceiling, and draining 


[conTinvuED.] 

Its construction may be seen from the above 
sectional drawings, where a 6 is a hollow 
dome or cap, the cavity of which is divided 
into two distinct chambers by a partition, c. 
This dome is fastened by a flanged joint, to 
the circular plate d d, to receive the bearing 
of the partition, ce. The central portion of | 
plate d d, is sunk into the form of a box or | 
jchest ¢ f; that part of which lying under | 


| 








| chamber a, is roofed over by d d, but com- 
_municates with a, by a valve, n, opening up- 
j} wards. ‘That portion of the chest marked g, | 
| is still further enclosed by an upright plate, | 
'm, held to its place by a couple of wedges, 
not shown in the section, The plate has an 
orifice at 0, furnished with a valve opening 
towards g¢, which is suspended on the spring l. 
From f passes h, the long leg of the syphon, 
and from g, t, theshortleg. In operating the 
machine, ¢ and n are first filled with water 
through the screw-plug at e—as soon as the 
syphon is free to act, a current commences in 
the direction, t,g, f, A. It is this current. 
acting on the valve at ¢, soon overcomes the 
elasticity of the spring, J, and the orifice, o 
is suddenly closed; the water in ¢ then acts 
| with a momentum due to its weight and up- 
| ward velocity, upon the valve n, and a quan- 
tity of water escapes into a, which, when the 
;momentum in J is exhausted, is prevented | 
‘from returning by the closing of n. The) 
| moment that n closes, a slight recoil of the | 
| water in ¢ allows 7 to throw open the valve at | 
g, and the above process is then repeated. | 
The water which accumulates in a, is con-| 
,ducted by a curved pipe attatched to k, to 
| any situation above the machine where it may 
| be wanted for use. ‘The chambers a and 6, 
}are never full of water; they confine each a| 
| quantity of air, which, by its elasticity, equal-| 
i? 1 
|izes the currents through k and h. These 
}air-chambers are both indispensable to the | 
| perfect action of the machine, and if k and 
| are of considerable length, it will not operate | 
| at all when they are filled with water. The | 








ure, in proportion to the height to which the | 
water is elevated through &, while owing to) 
the same cause operating in an opposite man- | 
ner at A, the air in 6 is rarified, or under less | 
than the pressure of the atmosphere. As 
water under pressure, in contact with air, has 
the property of absorbing more or less of it, 
and then liberating it; when the pressure is 
removed, the air in a has a tendency to di- 
minish, and that in 6 to increase in quantity; 
but the position of the valves is such, that 
when it is in action, a is constantly replenish- 
ed from the overplus in 6, for the recoiling 
movement in t, above mentioned, which al- 
lows valve g to open, draws in a few bubbles 
of air from 6 f at o, which air lodges in the 
cavity under n, and is driven into a, by the 
next pulsation of the water in ¢. 

This apparatus, invented by Erastus W. 
Ellsworth, Esq., of East Windsor Hill, Ct., 
is intended for elevating water from springs, 
wells, and other sources, wherever sufficient 
fall of water can be obtained in their vicinity, 
for the operation of a syphon. In principle, 
it consists of a combination of the syphon 
with a machine long known as the hydraulic 
ram; but is different in its construction and 
mode of operation, from similar combinations 
which have heretofore been attempted, and 
proved of little value for practical use. It has 
now been operated a sufficient length of time 
to place its durability and utility beyond con- 
jecture, and to give it at least a tolerable fair 
title to the rank of a useful machine, 

One of these machines was put in opera- 
tion hy L. B. Armstrong, last fall, at the 
house of Mr. G. Harvey, at Sandy Hill, 
Washington county, the operation of which 
is described in a letter to me as follows: 

“Dear Sir—I comply with your request, 
made at the time I was at the American, in 
September last, to inform you of the result of 
my trial of Ellsworth’s self-acting pump. 1! 
did not receive the pump until some time 
about the first of October. The setting up 
occupied about ten days; and when things 
were all right, off she went, and has not stop- 
ped since; and what is more, it has not re- 
quired a moment’s attention from that time. 
‘The elevation overcome is thirty-eight feet; 
the fall fifteen feet, of the longest leg of the 
syphon, ‘The amount delivered is half a gal- 
lon per minute, about one-sixth of the water 
used. There are some little alterations need- 
ed in the leather of the valves, which will add 
much to the effect of the syphon. But as the 
weather was cold when I put up the appara- 
tus, | did not seek to make the machine do its 
work; and, considering certainty of opera- 
tion through winter, without stopping, more 
desirable than a large per cent of water rais- 
ed, I did not like to strain the pipes with the 
full power of the machine, as the quantity 
raised is more than is needed. For sixty- 
seven sturdy knocks per minute, each one 
something like the blow of a heavy mailet in 
the hand of a stalwart carpenter, “is a cau- 
tion” to put down none but strong and sound 
pipes. L. B. Armstrone. 

Farmers, manufacturers, and others, have 
frequently attempted to carry water over ele- 
vated ground to some situation below the 
fountain head, but have been troubled, and 
often compelled to abandon the plan, from an 
accumulation of air in the more elevated por- 
tions of the pipe, which, in the of a 
few days, cuts off the stream entirely, and re- 





to some contraction in the pipe, either of 
which causes, acts by checking the current 
through the pipe to that degree, that the air 
liberated from the water, (owing to the di- 
minished pressure to which the water is sub- 
jected in the higher portion of the syphon,) 
remains in the pipe. ‘The only remedy is to 
obtain more fall, or give the pipe a freer ap- 
erture, until the current has sufficient velocity 
to carry the air through. A velocity of be- 
tween one foot and eighteen inches per sec- 
ond, is ordinarily sufficient to accomplish this. 

‘The quantity of water which the machine 
above described consumes, may be, to a con- 
siderable extent, regulated by a small crank, 
which enters at right angles with the plane of 
the section behind valve g, which, when turn- 
ed, gives the valve more or less play, and 
may, if desired, be made to close it, and stop 
its action entirely. ‘There is also a small fix- 
ture for opening and starting the action of the 
valve. When the apparatus overdraws its 
supply, and stops from that cause, the syphon 
pipes do not empty themselves of water, as 
would be the case with an ordinary syphon: 
ihe first few bubbles of air then ascend the 
short leg of the syphon, disturb the action of 
the valves in such a manner that they cease 
to operate, and the pipes i mn remain full of 
water, 

In the foot of the short leg of the syphon is 
a short plug, which may be drawn up a little 
distance into and thrust down out of the pipe, 
by means of an iron rod, attached to it, and 
passing up along side the pipe, to a conven- 
ient place for reaching it. ‘This plug is drawn 
up into the pipe for the purpose of stopping 
it when the syphon is filled, and is used in 
starting the machine, when the pipes are filled 
and ready for operation. The starting is done 
by drawing the plug up and thrusting it out 
of the pipe pretty quickly. This acts by re- 
moving the pressure of the atmosphere for a 
moment from the column of water in the 
short leg, consequently the spring throws the 
main valve open, and the plug immediately 


> . . . . } ® ‘ - 
| air in « is obviously under more or less press- passing out of the pipe, allows the machine 


to commence its operation. 

The advantages which this syphon appara- 
tus is claimed te possess over the ordinary 
hydraulic ram, are, that it can be applied in 
many situations, where, from the form of the 
location, the ram could not be used, as, for 
instance, where the source of supply is a 
well, or where, as is often the case in mills 
and factories, a pipe may be passed down in- 
to a place, to obtain the requisite fall, in which, 
from want of room, the ordinary water-ram 
could not be placed; that it is more commo- 
diously situated than the water-ram for repair 
or regulation, inasmuch as it stands high and 
dry above, instead of below, the head of wa- 
ter which operates it; and that, when water 
is required to be raised to a considerable 
height, the elevation of the working parts of 
the apparatus upon the summit of a syphon, 
divides the load to be lifted, relieving the 
strain upon the air-vessel, and making the 
valves less violent in their action, and conse- 
quently more durable. 

For operating this machine, not less than 
five feet fall should be obtained, below the 
level of the supply, and more than twenty is 
not desirable. ‘The fall may be obtained 
within the distance of twenty rods, or twen- 
ty feet indifferently, and the pipes may be 
laid to any angle, to accommodate circum- 
stances. 

The sizes of the syphon pipes required for 
elevating water for domestic purposes, are 
oftdinarily between five-eighths and one and 
a quarter inches in diameter, according to the 
amount to be elevated, the height to be over- 
come, the quantity of supply, &e. Machines 
between the sizes of five-eighths and one and 
a quarter inch syphon pipes, can be furnished, 
and ordinarily set up (exclusive of pipe,) at 
prices ranging between fifteen and thirty dol- 
lars. ‘The expense for pipe will of course 
depend on the quantity and size required. 


(ro BE CONTINUED.] 





A SUBSTITUTE FOR A DOOR sPRiING. An 
invention called the “Adjustable Incline 
Plane Door and Gate Butt,” was patented by 
Thomas Peck, of Syracuse, N. Y., in April 
last. Though superior to anything in the 
shape of a door spring, there is in fact no 
spring about it. The contrivance combines 
strength, simplicity, and certainty in opera- 
tion in a remarkable degree. On the casing 
of the door is fixed a scroll, whose upper 
edge is an inclined plane, and on the door is 
fastened a friction roller, which, as the door 
opens, runs up the inclined plane, raising the 
bottom of the door above the carpet or mat. 
Upon reaching the top of the scroll, the roller 
drops into a small indeniation, or reversed 
plane; and there rests, thereby holding the 
door open. By a slight pressure, a reverse 
motion is given to the roller; it runs up the 
short indention, and then the weight of the 
door draws the roller gradually down the in- 
clined plane, till it reaches an indentation at 
the bottom, and by falling into it causes the 
door to shut close and snug. The binges turn 
on pins, which admit of the rising and falling 
of the door, when not closed. ‘The door can 
be made to sit tight upon the threshold, so as 
to be almost air-tight. The butt may be ap- 
plied to a gate with the same effect. The 
simplicity of its structure renders it very 
cheap. [N. ¥. Mechanic. 








Make preparations for the Spring work. — 


garden. But for open culture in our climate, 
the Isabella and Catawba are decidedly pref- 
erable, and better adapted than either of the 
others, ‘The Lenoir, however, is worthy of 
atrial here. It ripens well in New York, 
'and though of a less size than the Isabella, is 
| thought to be rather superior in flavor, being 
eventinae encotent. Dewning, in remarking anything about that ere patent hen’s neest, 
upon the qualities of the Isabella grape, says: | unm demos Qaventicteiiie.. han’ b 
‘Its great vigor, hardiness, and productive-|, ~ , .. : a eee 
5 ’ . hens layin’ all the time? We haven’t had an 


ness with the least possible care, have caused : aie 

. ; . : . fi . egg all winter, and I am dreadful fearful we 

it to he widely disseminated. A vine growing | M 
Mr. 


: : | shan’t get one for settin’ in the spring. 
here has borue twelve bushels of grapes in a | & ‘ , pring 
- . Doolittle says he don’t believe a word on’t; 
single year. 


It is perhaps a little more hardy | rahy A By 
. . - ib , . 2e . - 
and ripens earlier than the Catawba, which | ut I da, every bit; for I see it ia the alina 


enters a valuciioe: the eoreeae g} aes and the way was, as soon asthe hen 
ee ee P > jlaid the egg, it rolled down through a little 


this State, [New York,] or tbe colder parts | trap door into a basket, when the hen looking 
of New England, No farmer ° garden, how- | under her, could’nt find nothin’ there, so con- 
ever small, should be without this and the! cjudin? she'd made a mistake and badn’t laid, 
Catawba.” j ; a ee she begun agin, and so kept on layin’ as 

Phere is little difficulty in ripening the Isa- many as three or four a day, sometimes, He 
bella in our climate if upon dry, rich soil, only asks five dollars for his patent; and sar- 
and not ina very exposed situation. ‘I'he | tin true, if I had one now, I could sell eggs 
south side of a building is a fine situation for enough before settin’ time, to buy Molly a 
a vine, affording not only a better chance for | bran new silk frock, though she hardly de- 
ripening the fruit, but tastefully trained, with | saryes one; for she took it into her head last 
its beautiful foliage, and delicious, clustering | year—’cause she read it in somebody's book, 
fruit, adds a lively charm to the scenery) or farmin’ paper—I wish the feller half 
around, Projecting rocks and ledges offer a choked with a rotten egg who wrote it—that 
|favorable situation for rearing grapes; the | a1 the round eggs hatched pullets, and all 
fruit ripening earlier on account of the heat | the long ones roosters; so she sot nothin’ but 
imparted to the rock by day being retained ‘round ones, thinkin’ she’d raise plenty o” 
| through the night. We have succeeded in pullets to winter over this year; but we never 
| ripening grapes in this way about two weeks | had so many rooster chickens afore in all my 
| earlier than those of garden culture. There | porn days. I told Molly, says}, Molly, I 
‘is yet one other item of credit due, which,! don’t believe nothin’ about the pullet and 
jwith a neat farmer, will not be easily over-| rooster eggs; for | know’d well enough some 
looked. It is simply that of converting, in| hens laid all round eggs, and some all long 
| this way, an unsightly place into a wa ones; some laid *’em white, some brown and 
| Oasis. - a. 


it to the last-drop, slapped it down on the old 
oaken table, bottom side up, with a “wai” 
and a loud smack of his lips, “I dido’t think 
[ was so thirsty, raely; "tis mazin’ dry work 
makin’ axe helves o’ nights. 





*Do tell, Sargent, now,” interrupted the 
}impatient Mrs. Doolittle, “have you hearn 





some kinter speckled; for I’ve watched ’em 
le and many atime when I was a little 





{From the American Agriculturist.] 


| 
| YANKEE FARMING==No. II. ‘ 
. |my father’s farm. Yes, I remember well, 
The Want of a Poultry House. It was a) ; 

; 4 P jokl speckle laid brown eggs, the black hen 
cold, frosty night, with a deep suow lying on | . , 

. | had ’em as white as chalk, and young blue, 
ithe ground, in the latter part of the month | th 1 
lof February, that having nothing particular | ee) @) MO" jer C8as was as tong oe 
1° 8 SI ~, | middle finger. Nobody never thought then 
jon hand to attend to at home, 1! thought I 


jerter d 4 h a ith that shape made he’s or she’s; it was one 0’ 
| Wousd’ go Gown and pass the evening Wit) | them blunderbuss book farmers that diskiver- 
Mr. Doolittle. [rapped at the door, when 


. s ed that. Wal, as 1 was sayin,’ we had most 
at the usual “‘come in” of his deep hoarse, ‘ ym 


. . all rooster chickens last year, aud so we had 
voice, resounding through the hall of the old he 


gal, and could ollous tell every hen’s egg on 





house, L ushered myself into the kitchen with- 
out further ceremony, knowing full well that 
there I should find the family; for, being so 
near a neighbor, it would have been consider- 
ed over precise in me to have sought them 
anywhere else. 
Uncle Sim’s family consists of his wife, a tall 
lean woman with sharp features, familiarly 
known over the neighborhood as ‘Aunt Nab- 
by,’—a rougish, hazel-eyed, rosy-cheeked, 
buxom daughter of fourteen, happily, unlike 
either parent; a tall, gawky son of seventeen, | 
in features closely resembling the mother; and | 
a stout, ruddy lad, some five years younger, 
a picture of the father. Asto the character 
of these personages, I shall let that develop 
itself, as 1 proceed in my sketches. 
‘The kitchen is such as is common in old-| 
fashioned country houses. It is a long, low 
room, with large, dark brown-colored beams 
and joists over head, and plank wainscoting, 
and partitions of the same color all round. 
A huge fire place, at least eight feet in 
length, made of heavy granite blocks, faces 
one side of the room, a buttery is partitioned | 
off at one end, and the sleeping chamber of | 
the master and mistress at the other, Aunt 
Nabby was sitting bolt upright before the 
fire, in a straight-backed, old-fashioned rock- 
er, with arms attached to it, knitting ber hus- 
band a pair of blue yarn stockings. Mary, 
the daughter, or “little Molly,” as we gener- 
ally call her, graced a strong, old oaken stool 
at her mother’s feet, and was engaged in 
hemming herself a petticoat. Uncle Sim, in 
his shirt sleeves, the perspiration rolling freely 
down his burning forehead, and with a huge, 
iron-rimmed pair of spectacles mounted on 
his blunt nose, was astride a wooden shaving 
horse, with drawing knife in hand, finishing 
off a hickory axe helve. The oldest son sat 
at a table by the side of a dim tallow candle, 
doing sums on the slate, in decimal fractions, 
from Daboll’s Arithmetic; while the youngest, 
at the further end of the fire place, perched 
on the blue dye tub, was alternately studying 
a lesson in Webster’s Spelling Book, by the 
light of the fire, and gazing up the huge 
chimmey at the bright stars sparkling in the 
clear wintery sky. In Aunt Nabby’s lap lay 
asleek tabby cat, purring harmoniously to 
the bubbling of a pot, in which was stewing 
dried pumpkin for sauce; while on the oppo- 
site side of her and Molly, lay couched fast 
asleep, a middle-sized, brindle-colored, bob- 
tailed dog, now almost blind, and completely 
superannuated by farm service, woodchuck 
killing, and coon hunting. A rural group, 
indeed, but such as it always gives me pleas- 
ure to see; for they are good people in the 
wain, and useful to themselves and others. 

“Take a cheer,” said Uacle Sim, as the 
tall lad dropped his slate and pencil and 
handed out a seat for me before the fire; 
“and Molly, go draw a mug o’ cider, that’s 
a nice gal, now. Pretty cold out, ain’t it, 
Sargent? I hear the nailssnappin’ by the frost 
outside the house every now and then, as 
loud as the firin’ in your company on trainin’ 
day.” 

ES had he finished these observations, 
when the sprightly Molly appeared before 











sc ito sating er, nc 
bed hype var aight in the cellar. 


“Sim perspiration from his 








few pullets to winter over; and then comes | 
that pesky owl—Bill!” she exclaimed, tur- 
ning to her oldest son, “if yon hada shot | 
him instead o’ them ’ere good for nothin’ | 
chipmucks, you’d a done some good—and 
carries off half on ’em o’ready, and two o’ 
the best o’ our yaller hen turkies Lever seed 
in all my mortal born days. | sot everything 
by ’em,” said she, wiping a tear from her eye, 
with a corner of her clean checked apron. | 
“If this is to be our luck, Molly, I may just 


go to hatchin’ ducks. Oh, Sargeant! [ heerd | 
Miss Goodell, I mean the Major’s wife, tell 
the most oncommon story ye could ever think | 
on. All on us was up there quiltin’ last week, | 
when she told us, says she, they hada hen | 
that hatched out ducks eggs one year, and | 
when she went down to the water with ’em, | 
she was so frightened when they swim’d in, | 
about their drownin’, that she waded arter 
‘em, which Miss Goodell seein’, to prevent 
the hen drowin’ in arnest, cotched her out, | 
and sowed a piece 0’ hog’s bladder to each | 
foot, makin’ it kind o’ web fashion; when in 
she goes and swims about as well as any duck 
o’ the best on ’em. But the strangest thing 
o’ all was when she had hatched out ducks | 
two years runnin’ they sot her on her own | 
eggs agin, and, as soon as they come out, she 
led down the chickens to the water, and ’cause | 
they wouldn’t go in like ducks, she takes ei | 
up one by one in her bill, and throws ‘em in; | 
and when she seed ’em all drown, one arter | 
another, in she goes and woulda drownded | 
herself for sorrow, badn't they run and got 
her out and shut her up till she forgot it and 
went to layin’ again.” 

How long Aunt Nabby would have rattled 
on at this rate, | am sure I cannot tell; for as 
Unele Sim was in the habit of quaintly re- 
marking “when she gota talkin’ in arnest, 


valuable, {f it were all saved and mixed up 
with ten times its quantity of muck from the 
swamp, and thus applied to your onion beds, 
you would get one hundred bushels where 
you now raise twenty. Thus you see there 
would be a gain all round, to say nothing of 
the barns and sheps looking so much neater 
than they now do; and eyough would have 
been made from a poultry house, which need 
cost you only afew days’ work and a litle 
refuse timber, not only to purchase your sister 
a new silk dress as your mother and, I dare 
say, herself desires, but some books also, and 
a summer’s schooling at the village academy ; 
an advantage she often sighs for, do you not 
‘ny dear,” said I, turning round and press- 
‘ing ber hand gently in mine. “Oh, yes said 
lshe, Mr. Teltrue, indeed I should;” for 
owing to her own refined natural taste and the 
advantages of associating with some young 
ladies of superior education in the village, at 
| Sabbath school, her language was free froin 
jthe dialect of her parents; “and then if [ 
should ever come to want, | could myself earn 
la genteel living by teaching, which would 
please me much better than going to work in 
a factory, or round the neighborhood sewing, 
although many nice girls do so,. and deserve 
credit for it, too, [ know; but Lam sure I 
like books better, it seems so superior to be 
| taught, and then teach again. When a little 
girl [ tried to teach pussy her letters, [ wanted 
|30 much to hear her read,” 


“All right, Molly,” said Uucle Sim, who 
lL expected would join bis son against me, as 
was generally the case when I proposed any 
| reforms, especially where books were con- 
| cerned, “and you shali go tothe academy 
| next summer, if you will, my darlin’ and Pll 
|take Bill’s gun away from him, but you shall 
have a hen house next fall.” 
| Massy on me!” shrieked Aunt Nabby, and 
ran up to the side of her husband, and clasped 
his arm with the utmost trepidation, “Why, 
| what’s the matter pow, mammy ?”’ said Uncle 
| Sim, with apparent concern, lifting up bis 
spectacles, and throwing down his nearly fin- 
\ished axe helve. “The owl! again!” Here 
/we all jumped up and turned our faces to the 
| kitchen windows, when out broke a long hoot, 
‘of “Whoo, whoo, hoo-o-0-0-0” of the great 
‘horned owl, which L will defy the stoutest 
heartto hear break suddenly upon iton a 
winter’s night, without quaking, especially if 
the dolorous bird happens to be answered, as 
| was the case this time, with the shrill wail of 
\the screech owl. An Indian’s war whoop is 
| scarcely more appalling. 
| “Where’s the gun, Bill? Get the gun, 
quick, and put in a double charge o’ powder, 
land nine buck shot, mind,’ said Uncle Sim, 
\shaking his arms and hopping about on both 
| feet, something like an old cock with his head 
| just cut off. 
| It’s already loaded, father,” replied the 
| youngster, who had that moment taken it 
down from the hooks, where it hung at one 
end of the kitchen, and was pecking the flint. 
“Hand her here, then,” said Uncle Sim. 
“Better let me shoot, father,” responded the 
lad, ‘as | guess I'm the best marksmun and 
most used to it.” But no persuasion would 
answer with Uncle Sim—‘‘his dander was 


up,” as he termed it—‘he warn’t a goin’ to 


be hooted at and bullied by an owl, not he, 
and have all his chickens carried off in this 
ere way; he'd fire the gun to tarnal splits 


|as well quit raisin’ chickens first as last, and | first.” So it was settled that Aunt Nabby, 
| Molly, and the younger boy, should each hold 
‘up a lighted candle in both hands at the 


kitchen windows, for the purpose of dazzling 
the eyes of the owl; that Bill and myself 
should sally out with a born lantern towards 
the opposite side of the barn, where the owl 
appeared, to attract bis attention still more; 
while Uncle Sim was to creep softly along 
the garden wall that led to the bara yard, ar- 
riving at which place, he would be point blank 
distance from the gable end of the barn 
where he thought the object of his wrath had 
alighted, In a few minutes this was all ac- 
complished, and we were gradually nearing 
the barn, at opposite end to Uncle Sim, bear- 
ing the lanthoro high in the air, when bang 
went the gun with a thundering report. In- 
stantly dousing the light, 1 thought I saw 
something flit towards the woods near by, and 
at nearly the same time, | heard a dull re- 
bound on the snow, This was followed by Un- 
cle Sim running towards the house, triumph- 
antly swinging round his head a large bird, 
and erying out a the top of his voice, “I’ve got 
the tarnel critter! I’ve got him! I'll show 
him what eatin’ chickens is! I guess he found 
cold lead wan’t quite so comfortable in his 
stomach as soft eggs! [ll teach him to boot 
quiet folks at night agin!” 

By this time we had all reached the kitchen 





her tongue was like a log rollin’ down bill, 
there was no stop, till it got to the bottom.” 
But fortunately, the water by this time had 
pretty much all boiled away in the pot con- 
taining the cooking pumpkin sauce, and it be- 
gan to smell as if it were burning, when Mrs. 
Doolittle jumped upto fill it from the tea 
kettle boiling by the side for this purpose. 
So | took the opportunity, as a sailor would 
say, of putting in my oar, with a talk to the 
eldest son, and reading the family a lesson on 
the careless manner in which they kept their 


poultry. 


rosy cheek, ‘‘if you had listened to your pretty 
sister here last fall, and built ber a poultry 
house, instead of going out squirrel shooting 
so often, aud not killing enough to pay for 
powder and shot, to say nothing of the loss 
hefis that have been lost this winter; besides | 
they would have kept so warm and fat, that | 
they would have been laying more or less | 
these two months past, and you might mars 
have had a great number of pantie ‘ 

have brought three times the price he at 
that they will a month hence. You have not 
only lost in the poultry carried off by the owls 
and in not getting the eggs they would have 
laid, but also in the injury which they do to 
the barn and shed, and tothe young fruit 
trees where they roost, as well as in their 
manure, which you know, I suppose, is highly 














“Now William,” said I, at the same time | 
patting the bright-eyed Molly gently on her | 


door, when Uncle Sim burst in with the im- 
| patient air of a conqueror just returned from 
‘battle, and the stamp of an old war horse 
| —but Ob, “murder !’—what was his chagrin, 
‘and Aunt Nabby’s, and ours, when upon 
bringing the light to bear upon bis prize, it 
los st Oe bie berselamirhe,.c0! feared 
“had escaped in that flitting flight—and, in- 
‘stead, Uncle Sim had short the last of bis 
great yellow tom turkies!—a bird which -~ 
and Aunt Nabby prized next to their children! 


| So much for want of a poultry house. 
| Seaceayt TELTROE. 


—— 
——_> 


9 . Take 

| To wake Meo Meneivie’s Soup 
' four pounds of venison, or if you cannot pro- 
‘cure hen ben may substitute lean of fresh 
‘beef or mutton. Season it with pepper and 
salt, put it intos large pot, (break the bones 
‘and Iay them of the meat,) pour in four 
| of water, and boil it three bours, 


of your time; you would have saved all the quarts ng it well. ‘Then strain it and put it 


immt 
ey another pot. Cut up a hare or rabbit, & 
pair of grouse: or one of each with a pheas- 
ant, or a woodcock, or any other game, that 
you can most easily obtain. Season them, 


and put them into the —: Paps! Sever of 
i 1 ea 
small onions, 4 coup F Fogel go 


simmer ti 
: sab va P ami and all the vegetables tender. 


Tie "Done Sempne-Me 
Leslie. 
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